
Thin and Weak at Bacon Rind

Date
Mon, 12/23/2024 - 14:20
Activity
Skiing

Despite a couple of recent observations stating that Bacon Rind could use more snow, we decided to try it.
Perhaps we should have listened. Total snow depths ranged from 15 to 24" (39-61 cm in our snowpits), or in
shorthand... not enough snow!

We toured up to the top of the Skillet in the northern of the two primary Bacon Rind areas. The thin snowpack
was primarily comprised of weak, sugary facets with a thin soft slab (Fist to 4 Finger hardness) on top. In 2/3 of
the upper elevation snowpits, there was a layer of feathery surface hoar buried on top of the facets and below the
soft slab. Snowpack tests generally indicated instability (ECTPV, ECTP3, ECTP11, and PST 20/100 end).

While we chose not to roll the dice, the slab was thin (7" thick maximum), and we observed indications (slab
qualities) that an avalanche most likely would not break widely across a bowl. HOWEVER, similar to what Alex
and I saw at Lionhead the day before, it won't take much new or wind-drifted snow to change the equation,
driving the avalanche danger up and making avalanches large enough to bury or injure a skier or rider likely. 

For now, it seemed that barely buried logs, stumps, and rocks were the greatest hazard. Once it snows enough to
change the skiing quality meaningfully, I will worry about recreating on terrain steeper than 30 degrees due to
avalanches. 0.5" of SWE would drastically change the picture. 

Region
Southern Madison
Location (from list)
Bacon Rind
Observer Name
Dave Zinn
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